1. If you choose the virtual option now (by August 14), must your child stay virtual for the entire 2020-2021
school year?
August 31 through Winter break - The virtual learning option is a first semester commitment; therefore,
face-to-face learning would also be a semester commitment. There is not an option to move between the
two options during a semester.
2. If you choose the virtual option, will your child be allowed to continue their immersion virtually?
Yes. Virtual immersion instruction for K-6 Spanish and Mandarin students WILL be in the target
language following FHPS immersion curriculum.
For students in grade 7-12, it is our desire to provide a virtual option in the target language for both
Spanish and Mandarin immersion, however, that will depend on numbers. If we are unable to form
target-language cohorts, students will have the option of taking social studies and language arts classes
in English through Michigan Virtual. They can take a world language class, also through Michigan
Virtual, at the appropriate level, to continue to grow their language proficiency during the virtual learning
period. Spanish and Mandarin Advanced Placement (AP) are also available through Michigan Virtual.
High school Mandarin immersion students will receive virtual instruction from their Western Michigan
University professor.
3. If you choose the virtual option, will your child be placed in a virtual class with other students from his/her
current school?
Yes for K-6. They will remain as a cohort for the entire semester.
Students in grades 7-12 will be working directly with Michigan Virtual with a FHPS teacher mentor.
4. Will the teacher of the virtual classes be a teacher employed currently by his/her current school?
Yes for K-6, unless a teacher within the K-6 program transfers from one immersion school to their feeder
school.
5. If not, will the teacher of the virtual classes be a teacher employed currently by his/her school district?
Same as #4 above.
6. If your child will not be placed with other students or teachers from his/her current school, how is the
district planning to build trust and rapport between your child and his/her new classmates and teacher?
Student in grades K-6 will remain with grade level peers.
Students in grades 7-12 will be assigned a FHPS teacher mentor to support them.
7. What will the student to teacher ratio be for virtual classes?
This will depend on the number of students that opt into the virtual option for immersion. Keeping in
alignment with elementary class sizes, up to 25 students per cohort.

8. Will virtual classes include synchronous learning (real-time) or only asynchronous (pre-recorded)
learning?
Yes for K-6. Following is an overview of a K-6 daily schedule. The day would look different for Mandarin
immersion as they would continue with their 50-50 model of English instruction during one-half of the
day, and Mandarin instruction during the other half.

9. If asynchronous, will there be any options for the students to meet in real-time (Zoom, Google Meet, etc.)
to get to see other students and the teacher?
The students will have opportunities to engage with other online students.
10. Will students be eligible to return to their current brick & mortar school (and immersion program) for the
2021-2022 school year?
Yes. Students participating in the FHPS virtual program, as well as those taking classes through
Michigan Virtual, will remain immersion students.
11. If your child is enrolled in an immersion program and a family chooses to disenroll their student, will the
child be allowed to re-enter into that program automatically for in-person learning in 2021-2022? If not
automatically, will the child be allowed to re-enter via testing in or via lottery?
If a child leaves an immersion program and wishes to return at any time, acceptance will depend on
capacity and proof of proficiency in the target language. If a student is presently a Schools of Choice
student, they would begin by re-applying for School of Choice status in April 2021 for Fall 2021
admission.
12. What will Immersion language instruction look like for the virtual option?
See daily overview sample provided earlier.
13. Will the virtual teacher be their FHPS Chinese teacher?
Most likely, yes. Every attempt will be made to utilize a FHPS immersion teacher.
14. For the virtual option, how much time will be spent in the target language?
See FHPS Daily Immersion overview chart.
15. How will we set our immersion learners up for success online?
Focus on the social-emotional and academic needs of each child to maximize their personal learning potential.
16. What is our expectation for language academic performance this year?
We will maintain the same high expectation for language proficiency growth.
17. If a student does virtual learning all year, will the student need to be reassessed before coming back in person
the following year?
Not if they are participating in FHPS remote learning in the target language. If a student has not experienced
any learning in the target language, or taking a world language class through Michigan Virtual for 7-12
students, the principal of the receiving building may determine that proficiency testing may be required.
18. For 8th grade Chinese Immersion students who do virtual learning, how will this affect their ability to pass the
WMU proficiency test required for the FHN/WMU dual enrollment program?
Students who take a world language class through Michigan Virtual will be assigned an immersion mentor
teacher who will support them through the experience. We will work with WMU to ensure this situation is
considered when students apply to their program in the Spring of 2021.

