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February 14, 2025 

Dear FHPS Families and Community Members: 

We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER), which provides key 
information on the 2023-24 educational progress for Forest Hills Public Schools. The AER addresses 
the complex reporting information required by federal and some requirements of state laws. If you have 
any questions or need assistance regarding the information included in this report, please contact Scott 
Haid, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction, at 616-493-8800 or shaid@fhps.net. 

The District‘s 2023-24 AER is available for you to review electronically by following this link, or you may 
review a copy in the main office at your student’s school. Each school will communicate their individual 
building’s AER to families. 

These reports contain the following information: 

Student Assessment Data  
• Includes the following three assessments: M-STEP (Michigan Student Test of Educational 

Progress), MI-Access (Alternate Assessment), and College Board SAT  
• Assessment information for English language arts and mathematics for grades 3 to 8 and 11, 

and MI-Access science for grades 4, 7, and 11, compared to state averages for all students as 
well as subgroups of students.  

School Accountability Data 
• Includes information on schools’ performance on various measures such as student proficiency 

and growth on state assessments, graduation, and attendance rates. Performance is measured 
on 0-100 index scales 

• Reports schools identified under three federally required categories for further support: 
Comprehensive Support and Improvement, Targeted Support and Improvement, and Additional 
Targeted Support 

Educator Qualification Data 
• Identifies the number and percentage of inexperienced teachers, principals, and other school 

leaders 
• Reports teachers who are teaching with emergency or provisional credentials 
• Includes teachers who are not teaching in the subject or field for which they are certified 

NAEP Data (National Assessment of Educational Progress) 
• Provides state results of the national assessment in mathematics and reading every other year 

in grades 4 and 8 
Civil Rights Data 

• Provides information on school quality, climate, and safety 

Review the table below listing our schools. For the 2024-25 school year, schools were identified based 
on previous years’ performance using definitions and labels as required in the Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA). A Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) school is one that had at least one 
underperforming student subgroup in 2023-24. An Additional Targeted Support (ATS) school is one that 
had a student subgroup performing at the same level as the lowest 5% of all schools in the state in 
2021-22. A Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) school is one whose performance was in 
the lowest 5% of all schools in the state, had a graduation rate at or below 67%, or failed to exit ATS 
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status in 2021-22. Some schools are not identified with any of these labels. In these cases, no status 
label is given. 



School Name 
 

Status 
Label

Key Initiative to Accelerate Achievement

Ada Elementary No 
Label

Through the school improvement process, we have identified literacy, 
math, and writing as areas in which to focus. We implemented the use 
of small group instruction school-wide to provide differentiated 
instruction to meet the diverse needs of all learners.

Ada Vista 
Elementary

No 
Label

Ada Vista Elementary continues to use the school improvement process 
to re-evaluate current goals, establish new goals, and collaboratively 
work together to improve the school’s performance.

Central 
Woodlands 5/6

No 
Label

Key initiatives occurring at CW to raise and accelerate achievement for 
all students are teachers’ learning and work in the areas of Balanced 
Literacy, W.I.N. Time (“What I Need”), and making our students’ thinking 
visible.

Collins 
Elementary

No 
Label

Collins continues to use the school improvement process to re-evaluate 
current goals, establish new goals, and collaboratively work together to 
improve the school’s performance.

Goodwillie 
Environmental 
5/6

No 
Label

Goodwillie staff members will continue to implement research-based 
instructional practices to support all students and targeted interventions 
for individual learners. As a team, teachers at Goodwillie will continue to 
engage in the inquiry process to evaluate their impact on student 
achievement.

Knapp Forest 
Elementary

No 
Label

The following areas are focus strategies:  small group instruction is 
implemented with Kindergarten through Grade 5, incorporating the use 
of the IXL Program, implementing Reading and Writing Workshop by all 
K-5 English Language Arts teachers, implementing Phonics in tier 1 
instruction grades K-2; Tier 2 in grades K-5 as determined by data 
analysis, and continuing building implementation of Restorative Circles.

Meadow Brook 
Elementary

No 
Label

We are focusing on the key areas of reading, writing, and math. The 
practice of frequently reviewing both state and local student 
performance data through structured data meetings ensures our teams 
accurately identify student needs and align research and evidence-
based strategies and interventions that will increase student growth.

Northern Trails 
5/6

No 
Label

As a school, we have engaged in cycles of inquiry drawing together 
each of the teaching teams three times a year to review how their 
students are achieving based on an analysis of data related to student 
achievement and growth. And, we are asking questions of the teams as 
to which instructional practices we should draw from to move learning 
forward.

Orchard View 
Elementary

No 
Label

To accelerate student achievement, grade-level teams collaborate bi-
weekly to refine priority standards, reflect on their practices to meet the 
individual needs of all students, focus on rigorous tiered instruction, and 
develop formative assessments to gauge progress.

Pine Ridge 
Elementary

No 
Label

Grade-level teams will strengthen tier-one instruction, ensuring all 
students receive high-quality, grade-level ELA instruction. Additionally, 
tier-two small-group support will address individual learning gaps.



Forest Hills Public Schools is committed to collaboration and using student achievement data to inform 
instructional decisions. Classroom teachers, instructional coaches, support staff, and administrators all 
play an integral role in the success of our students. In partnership with our community, Forest Hills 
Public Schools will provide all learners with opportunities to acquire the knowledge, skills, and 
experiences necessary to build meaningful and productive lives. 

Our Hawks, Huskies, and Rangers are provided quality tier-one instruction. All students are provided 
with support to progressively move their learning forward. This includes students who excel in the 
classroom and students who may need reteaching or additional time to learn. We collectively work to 
provide a safe and inspiring environment for all students.  

I am proud of our students and staff and appreciate the opportunity to support and lead them on their 
educational journey.  

Thornapple 
Elementary

No 
Label

Our school improvement process prioritizes strengthening literacy and 
math instruction. We are dedicated to using the workshop model in all 
classrooms, providing differentiated instruction that includes 
interventions and enrichments alongside our core curriculum.

Central Middle 
School

No 
Label

We have prioritized improving disciplinary literacy through the essential 
practices of literacy instruction. Our focus on a tiered intervention 
system ensures that all students benefit from strong, rigorous Tier 1 
instruction, supplemented by purposeful and targeted Tier 2 support.

Eastern Middle 
School

No 
Label

By combining data-driven strategies with a strong focus on student 
connection, staff aim to cultivate an environment where students are 
motivated and empowered to reach their full potential. This holistic 
approach ensures that students feel valued and understood, creating a 
foundation for academic growth and well-being.

Northern Hills 
Middle School

No 
Label

To address achievement gaps, we use data-driven interventions, have 
expanded Tier 2 support, provide professional development for 
teachers, and use PBIS and MTSS frameworks.

Central High 
School

No 
Label

We are evaluating our systems and supports based on the MTSS 
framework year by year, beginning with our RTI. In collaboration with 
our staff, our instructional leadership team will dive into schoolwide 
shifts to address our climate and culture, PBIS, Tier 2 intervention, 
collaboration, and Tier 1 instruction.

Eastern High 
School

No 
Label

We continue to use our Child Study team as the avenue to build 
individualized plans for students to succeed. Through this process, 
individual student data and information are analyzed and a team works 
to create a personalized plan for each student. Using data as the guide, 
the team works to ensure students have equitable access to the 
curriculum and appropriate supports in place.

Northern High 
School

No 
Label

Northern High School continues to respond to students’ diverse learning 
needs by offering an array of programs aimed at providing differentiated 
instruction, a variety of instructional strategies, and authentic learning 
opportunities. Helping students and their families identify the ideal 
learning environment is a focus through offering project-based 
coursework and traditional learning modalities.

School Name 
 

Status 
Label

Key Initiative to Accelerate Achievement



  
Sincerely, 

Ben Kirby 


