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Daniel S. Behm, Superintendent 

April 12, 2019 
 
Dear Families and Community Members: 
 
We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER), which provides key information on 
the 2017-18 educational progress for the Forest Hills Public School District and our schools. The AER addresses 
the complex reporting information required by federal and some requirements of state laws. Our staff is 
available to help you understand this information. Please contact Margaret Fellinger, Assistant Superintendent 
for Instruction at 616-493-8800 or mfellinger@fhps.net for help if you need assistance. 
 
The DISTRICT AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following web site, 
http://bit.ly/2HYuYX5, or you may review a copy in the main office at your child’s school. Each school will also 
be communicating their own AER to parents directly. 
 
These reports contain the following information: 

Student Assessment Data 
Includes the following three assessments: M-STEP (Michigan Student Test of Educational Progress), MI-Access 
(Alternate Assessment), and College Board SAT. Presents assessment information for English language arts and 
mathematics for grades 3 to 8 and 11, and science for grades 4, 7, and 11, compared to state averages for all 
students as well as subgroups of students. The report helps users to understand achievement performance 
within grades and schools, and to make comparisons to district, state, and national achievement benchmarks. 

Accountability – Detail Data and Status 
The accountability portion of the AER includes assessment proficiency and participation rates, graduation or 
attendance rates, as well as accountability index values showing school performance on a 0-100 scale. 

Teacher Qualification Data 
• Identifies teacher qualifications at district and school levels 

• Reports percentage of core academic classes taught by teachers not considered highly qualified to teach such 
classes 

NAEP Data (National Assessment of Educational Progress) 
• Provides state results of the national assessment in mathematics and reading every other year in grades 4 and 8 

 
Review the table below listing our schools. For the 2016-17 school year, schools were identified using new 
definitions and labels as required in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). A Targeted Support and 
Improvement (TSI) school is one that has at least one underperforming student subgroup. An Additional 
Targeted Support (ATS) school is one that has three or more underperforming student subgroups. A 
Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) school is one whose performance is in the lowest 5% of all 
schools in the state. Some schools are not identified with any of these labels. In these cases, no status label is 
given. 

http://www.fhps.net/
file:///C:/Users/jtarpinian/Downloads/mfellinger@fhps.net
http://bit.ly/2HYuYX5


School Name Status Label Key Initiative to Accelerate Achievement 

Ada Elementary No label Grade level teams are collaborating to identify their essential 
learning standards in English Language Arts within a reading 
workshop framework, develop formative assessments to gauge 
progress, integrate conferring and small group instruction to 
meet the needs of all learners, and agree on what proficiency 
looks like for each grade level. 

Ada Vista Elementary No label Immersion Programming is designed intentionally, providing 
learners with time and intensity in a target language to encourage 
bilingualism and bi-literacy. Students experience daily core 
content instruction in Spanish as the target language. As part of 
this content instruction, students acquire skills unique to Spanish, 
with the overarching goal of developing student performance and 
proficiency over time. 

Central Woodlands 5/6 No label Teachers are working in the areas of Balanced Literacy and 
making students’ thinking visible. Staff are working to develop the 
Deeper Learning Competencies within inquiry-based and project-
based learning. 

Collins Elementary No label Teachers are working in Professional Learning Communities 
(PLCs) within an inquiry cycle to help identify essentials in 
reading, writing, and math. These teams also address what they 
will use for common formative assessments, interventions, and 
enrichment for all our students. 

Goodwillie Environmental 5/6 No label Teachers implement many project-based learning lessons 
including trail guiding and running a chicken business that raises 
chickens to sells their eggs. In addition, they focus on the 21st 
century competency skill of presentation skills. 

Knapp Forest Elementary No label Teachers are focused on improving the achievement levels of all 
students in English Language Arts. We have implemented the 
Reading Units of Study and are eager to see positive impacts on 
student achievement.  

Meadow Brook Elementary No label With the implementation of the Reading Units of Study, teachers 
are focused on improving the achievement levels of all students 
in English Language Arts (ELA). 

Northern Trails 5/6 No label To effectively implement an aligned system of curriculum, 
instruction, and assessment that meets state standards, 
addresses a commitment to equity and diversity, and promotes 
achievement for all students. 

Orchard View Elementary No label Staff are working as Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) 
within an inquiry cycle to help identify essentials in reading, 
writing, and math. These teams work hard to address common 
formative assessments, interventions, and enrichment for all our 
students.  

Pine Ridge Elementary No label The implementation of the Reading Units of Study, along with a 
solid Reading Rangers program for the school year and a summer 
school reading program that combats summer learning loss, are 
significant initiatives to improving our school. 

Thornapple Elementary No label Teachers and interventionists engage in Data Meeting protocols 
that focus goal setting for our below grade level, at grade level, 
and above grade level students. 

  



School Name Status Label Key Initiative to Accelerate Achievement 

Central Middle School No label Teachers will continue to meet weekly by department in 
professional learning communities. Their work is clear and 
profound: What is it we want our students to learn? How will we 
know if they have learned it? What will we do for students who 
have not learned? What will we do for students who already 
know the standard? 

Eastern Middle School No label School improvement work is centered around continued strong 
Tier I instruction in all core content areas, and identifying 
students who may be performing below grade level expectations 
for additional support. 

Northern Hills Middle School No label We will employ research-based instructional strategies that focus 
on project-based learning, Visible Thinking, and Deeper Learning 
Competencies to address the needs of our students. 

Central High School No label Central High School has adopted a Professional Learning 
Communities (PLC) approach to increasing student achievement 
at all levels. Within each academic department teachers meet as 
a PLC on a regular basis to share student data, innovative ideas, 
and instructional strategies to help all students achieve their 
potential. 

Eastern High School No label We have developed strategies to ensure all of our learners are 
provided with targeted support, though specific practice and 
developmental programs. Our students are provided with extra 
practice in content areas to further embed skills, and have 
individual support provided in specific areas of need. 

Northern High School No label A school-wide focus on “Reading Comprehension” and “Inquiry 
Learning” will be implemented for ALL students. All students are 
currently reading at a minimum of 50-minutes per week in their 
Language Arts classes. 

 
We are committed to serving our 10,000 students by providing a world-class education across our 18 school 
district.  Our instructional model is highly aligned with evidence-based best practices to ensure excellence in 
teaching and learning in every classroom. Specialized programs are offered in language immersion, STEM, 
gifted and talented, as well as environmental education.  
 
FHPS is ranked among the top public school districts in our state and in the country. We are widely recognized 
for excellence in a variety of published rankings including Bridge Magazine’s 2018 Academic State Champion 
school district, as well as designation on the 7th Annual Advanced Placement District Honor Roll by the College 
Board.  
 
We enjoy tremendous support from our community, including the passage of a bond election in 2018 to 
“Invest, Secure, and Inspire” improvements that will impact each of our school facilities. Additionally, various 
volunteer organizations across our school district, including PTOs, the Forest Hills Public Schools Foundation, 
and booster organizations make a difference for our students every day. To learn how to get involved, you are 
encouraged to contact your neighborhood school principal. 
 
Sincerely, 

Daniel S. Behm 
Superintendent 
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